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experience as well as provision lor creative work and indi*
vidual interests. One of the most ardent advocates of pro-
gressive education recognizes, in his comprehensive thinking
this need:
Development ... is ;t continuous process and continuity signifies
consecutivencss ol action. Here was the strong point of the tradi-
tional education at its best. The subject matter of the classics and
mathematics involved of necessity, for those who mastered it, a con-
secutivc and orderly development along definite lines. Here lies,
perhaps, the greatest problem of the newer efforts in education. It is
comparatively easy to improvise, to try a little of this today and this
week and then something else tomorrow and next week. Things
done on the basis of some immediate interest and stimulation but
without sufficient regard to what it leads to, as to xvhcthcr or not
something more difficult, setting new demands for information, need
for acquisition of greater adequacy in technique and for new modes
of skill is led up to and grows naturally out of what is started.32
Effective guidance leads to differentiation in activities.
After the pupils' widely different interests and backgrounds
are discovered, the group may be organized so that some
children are working in large groups, some in small groups.
Others may work individually on enterprises of their own
choosing in which they need experience and which fre-
quently take them out of the school into the community.
In one-room rural schools a young, inexperienced teacher
frequently is expected to hold thirty "classes" a day. If, how-
ever, the rural teacher is shown how to develop methods of
individual and group instruction, he may guide children
more effectively than teachers in large urban classes, A small
number of pupils does not guarantee good guidance. Unless
the teacher has the guidance point of view, he may fail
to individualize instruction even in a class of five pupils.
In a few rural areas peripatetic teachers have been employed
to advise inexperienced teachers on work with individuals
and groups.
Teachers guide children toward reading material which is
related to the group activities, but they also make sugges-
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